4th April 2021

WELCOME

Easter Day

to
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

Canon Elaine, Maureen and the Churchwardens wish you all a Happy and Blessed
Easter as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord.
Collect
Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant that
we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory;
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, now
and in all eternity.
9.45 a.m

EASTER DAY EUCHARIST AND RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL
VOWS

Reading
Acts 10 vv 34-43
The Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality,
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to
him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ – he is Lord of all. That message was spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by
God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’
John 20 vv 1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from tomb. So she ran and
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.’ The Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb.
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The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the wrappings lying there, but he did
not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw
the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other
disciple, who reach the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet
they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the
disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. They
said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she said this,
she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was
Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you
looking?’ Supposing him to the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to
her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means
Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’ Mary Magdalene went and
announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had
said these things to her.
Hymns
- Jesus Christ is risen today (147)
- The day of resurrection! (157)
- Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son (160)

Although there will be no service of Evensong today please do read
through the following
EVENSONG
Psalm

66 vv 1-11

Hymns
- Jesus Christ is risen today
- O Sons and daughters, let us sing!
Readings
Ezekiel 37 vv 1-14
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the
Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He
said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear
the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to
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enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and
you shall know that I am the Lord.’ So I prophesied as I had been commanded;
and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came
together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the
breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,
“Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back
to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within
you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’

vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they
found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The
Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had
happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking
of the bread.
Reflection – Easter Light
Enter in, surrender, get caught up within the action.
Let it come alive for you, as participator, not spectator, at the lighting of the Easter
fire; when, placed at the cusp where from the burning core Christ soars into light,
you receive His life and His embrace, as He is placed on high.
If you have died with Him then you will rise with Him, freed from the inner darkness
that engulfs you and controls you, all that drains and paralyses, now freed for living
His new life.
Living in Him, carrying His new light, by His transforming power aware, alive
enough to see His life in each other – even now His resurrection life.
David Hodges

Luke 24 vv 13-35
On that same day, two of the disciples were going to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself
came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And
he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’
They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas,
answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the
things that have taken place there in these days?’ Jesus asked them, ‘What
things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests
and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now
the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not
find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision
of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see Jesus.’ Then he
said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these
things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the
prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As
they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus; and he
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